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James Breiner has been 
president and publisher 
of the weekly Baltimore 
Business Journal since 
1995. Prior to that, he was 
editor of Business First of 

Columbus (OH) for seven years. He and his 
staff won numerous awards for investiga-
tive reporting and business coverage. 
     Both publications are part of the 41-
newspaper chain owned by American 
City Business Journals. 
     Breiner reported on politics, govern-
ment and public affairs for the Columbus 
Dispatch from 1977 to 1988. During that 
time, he also started a team of investigative 
reporters that won fi ve statewide awards 
from the Associated Press. 
     Breiner has a master’s degree in English 
literature from the University of Connecti-
cut. He obtained a bachelor’s degree 
from the College of Wooster in Ohio. 
     He and his wife, Cynthia, live in Towson, 
MD, and have three grown children.

James Breiner
9 months in Bolivia

Craig Duff is an award-
winning television docu-
mentary director, produc-
er and writer. He currently 
works with The New York 
Times as the paper ven-

tures into broadcast journalism through the 
expanded use of video on its website.  
     Duff’s recent television work includes 
several documentaries produced with The 
Times on topics including the future of the 
Arctic Ocean, homeland security, the ins 
and outs of political reporting, and theft 
in the antiquities trade. He also covered 
events in Iraq for PBS and the Discovery 
Channel. 
     Prior to his work with The Times, he pro-
duced documentaries for CNN, where he 
had previously served as an executive 
producer. While there, he won numerous 
awards, including an Emmy. 
     Duff has a master’s degree from the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin and a bachelor’s 
degree from Youngstown State University.  

Craig Duff
9 months in Egypt

Alan Elsner
9 months in Romania
Alan Elsner has a rich re-
sume refl ecting his 30-year 
career. Born and educa-
ted in Britain, Elsner broke 
into journalism in the late 
1970s in Israel, fi rst with The 

Jerusalem Post and then as Reuters’s fi rst per-
manent correspondent in Jerusalem. Later Re-
uters assignments included stints in London and 
as chief Nordic correspondent in Stockholm. 
     Transferred to Washington in 1989, Els-
ner covered the State Department in the 
transformative period that saw the end of 
the Cold War, the reunifi cation of Germany 
and the fi rst Gulf War. In 1994, he became 
the agency’s chief political correspondent, 
covering the 1996 and 2000 U.S. presidential 
elections. His 2004 book, “Gates of Injustice: 
The Crisis in America’s Prisons,” was shortlisted 
for the Robert F. Kennedy Book Award.  
     In 2005, Elsner’s memoir of his father’s ex-
periences as a prisoner in the Soviet gulag, 
“Guarded by Angels,” was published. He 
lives in Maryland with his wife, Shulamit.
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Stephen 
Franklin

4 months in Sudan
Stephen Franklin is a re-
porter for the Chicago Tri-
bune, covering labor and 
workplace issues. He was 

previously a foreign correspondent in the 
Middle East, and also reported from Cen-
tral America, Latin America and Africa for 
the Tribune. 
    Franklin has worked for the Detroit Free 
Press, Philadelphia Bulletin, The Miami Her-
ald, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Elizabeth (NJ) 
Daily Journal and the Washington Daily 
News. He has a bachelor’s degree in politi-
cal science from Penn State University and 
a master’s degree in political science from 
American University in Washington, DC. 
     Franklin was a journalism fellow at the 
University of Michigan, where he studied 
Arabic, and a U.S. Peace Corps Volun-
teer in Turkey, where he taught English in 
a remote village and later managed with 
his wife, Suzanne, an orphanage for boys. 
Franklin was a runner-up for the Pulitzer Prize 
in 1983 and is the author of “Three Strikes,” 
a book on the clash between unions and 
global companies.

Michelle 
Garcia 

5 months in 
El Salvador

Michelle Garcia is a multi-
media journalist who has 
worked for the last three 

years as a writer in the New York bureau of 
The Washington Post. She has produced 
and reported for public-radio shows includ-
ing “The World,” “Latino USA” and “Day to 
Day.” Garcia has written for magazines and 
designed and edited websites. She covered 
many of the major post-9/11 terrorism tri-
als in New York and has written extensively 
on the political and economic leverage of 
immigrants with a focus on free trade and 
remittances. Her reports on social identity 
have covered white-youth culture and de-
mographic changes. 
     Garcia’s international reporting experi-
ence includes coverage of Venezuelan 
President Hugo Chavez, Mexico’s Zapatistas, 
women in post-war El Salvador and AIDS re-
search in the Dominican Republic. 

Paul Quinn-
Judge

12 months in12 months in12 months Georgia 
and Kyrgyzstan

Paul Quinn-Judge grew 
up in the southwest 

of England and was educated at Cam-
bridge University. His journalism career be-
gan in the late 1970s, first as a Vietnamese 
interpreter and then as a stringer for The 
Guardian and The Christian Science Moni-
tor. 
     Quinn-Judge reported from throughout 
southeast Asia and covered, among other 
stories, the assassination of Philippine op-
position leader Benigno Aquino and the 
downfall of Philippine President Ferdinand 
Marcos. 
     From Asia, Quinn-Judge shifted to the 
Soviet Union and The Boston Globe. He 
stayed with The Globe after a move to 
Washington, DC, to cover the State De-
partment and the CIA. 
     Overseas assignments took him to Bos-
nia, as well as Somalia and Haiti to report 
on U.S. interventions there. 
     In 1996 TIME recruited Quinn-Judge to 
head its Moscow bureau, and after 9/11 
he spent significant time in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. 
     He has since left TIME and makes his 
home in southwestern France. Quinn-
Judge is married and has two daughters.

Bill Ristow
9 months in

Uganda
Bill Ristow is features 
editor at The Seattle 
Times, where he’s 
worked for more than 

20 years, previously as metro editor, edu-
cation editor, social issues editor and sub-
urban bureau editor. 
     Honored as Supervisor of the Year in 
1998, he was the editor for the paper’s 
first Web presence in the Internet dark 
ages of 1995 and oversaw creation of 
“The Seattle Times Guide to Schools,” an 
annual publication combining database 
and traditional reporting to evaluate lo-
cal schools. 
     Ristow previously worked as an edi-
tor for community weeklies in Washington 
state and as managing editor of the San 

Jeffrey South
6 months in6 months in6  Ukraine
Jeffrey South was state 
and database editor at 
the Austin American-
Statesman before head-
ing to academia in 1997 
under the mistaken im-

pression that he’d have summers off.
     He is an associate professor in the 
School of Mass Communications at Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University, where 
he teaches newswriting, legislative re-
porting, communications technology and 
media ethics. 
     South has served as a trainer for the So-
ciety of Professional Journalists, Investiga-
tive Reporters and Editors, the Associated 
Press and other organizations. 
     He frequently conducts workshops on, 
and writes textbooks and articles about, 
computer-assisted reporting, online jour-
nalism and media convergence. 
     In 2003, South was awarded a fellow-
ship from the American Society of News-
paper Editors to work at The Charlotte 
Observer. 
     For more than 20 years, he was a re-
porter and editor in Texas, Arizona and 
Virginia for newspapers such as the Dal-
las Times Herald. He also served two years 
with the U.S. Peace Corps in Morocco.

Jesse 
Hardman

9 months in Peru
Jesse Hardman is a free-
lance reporter for Nation-
al Public Radio and other 
public-radio outlets.  He 

has covered education, immigration, pov-
erty, local culture, human rights and a wide 
range of other topics. 

     Hardman has reported from places as 
diverse as Hawaii, Chile and Ireland. He also 
writes for websites and publications such as 
www.Americas.org, Commonwealth and 
Sports Illustrated, and has taught journalism 
in inner-city high schools.  
     Hardman spent a year at Harvard Uni-
versity researching the intersection of free 
press, development and human rights. His 
work included a look at Native American 
media and the connection between con-
fl ict and the absence of First Amendment 
rights in tribal constitutions.   

Francisco Bay Guardian (where he edited 
and wrote guidebooks including the “San 
Francisco Bar Book”). 
      He holds a master’s degree in journal-
ism from Stanford University. 

Ristow and his wife, Theresa Morrow, 
content director at Zillow.com, live in Se-
attle and enjoy traveling, kayaking and 
backpacking local mountains. 
     They have a blended family of five 
grown children.

Selma Williams has 
worked in four former 
Soviet republics for the 
last dozen years as a 
j o u r n a l i s m - p r o g r a m 

organizer and trainer, starting with a six-
month Knight International Press Fellow-
ship in Ukraine in 1994-95. 
     Prior to that, she had a 30-year ca-
reer as reporter, editor and, for 10 years 
before her retirement in 1993, as editor in 
chief of a 17-title group of newspapers. 
     In that capacity, she instituted the first 
minority-intern program for weekly news-
papers in New England. 
     Williams is a member of the New Eng-
land Press Association’s Hall of Fame, 
and was the recipient in 2003 of the Ju-
dith Brown Spirit of Journalism Award of 
the New England Society of Newspaper 
Editors. 
     She lives in Topsfield, MA.

Selma 
Williams

3 months in Ukraine


